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HBC History of Edmonton Name
The name came from a place in England. It was brought over by
those of the Hudson Bay Company. It was probably named for the
deputy governor of the HBC, who’s hometown in England was
called Edmonton. 

Gibson Block
The Gibson Block is the only Flat Iron building in Edmonton and
serves as a historical monument from before WW1. It represents a
time of “innovation and prosperity” before the downfall of
tranquility. 

University of Alberta
The University of Alberta was founded by Alexander Cameron
Rutherford. Founded in 1908, it is about 113 years old. It is an
institution of Alberta, well rounded in all of the subjects it
teaches. 
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Matthew McCauley
Matthew McCauley was the �rst mayor of Edmonton. He was also
a member of the Legislative assemblies of the Northwest
territories and Alberta. He helped establish the �rst public school
in Edmonton, and convinced the Hudson Bay Company to donate a
plethora of resources to the school. It seems as though he did a lot
of good for the city. 

Government House
Government house was constructed in 1913 as the residence for
Alberta’s Lieutenant Governor. It possesses Scottish Baronial
features, including asymmetrical facades, and grand decorations

such as large bay windows. It housed 6 Lieutenant Governors from
1913-38, and was after that leased to northwest airlines during the
second world war. It was at this time used as a war of�ce and
accommodation for personnel of the northwest staging route. As
the war came to a close it was converted into a convalescent home
for injured/wounded veterans, and then later became a veteran’s
home. Approximately 20 years Post-war, the Alberta provincial
government reacquired the property, including it’s spacious
grounds for the “provincial museum and archives”, which became
the Royal Alberta Museum, and now the old Royal Alberta
Museum. The house itself is now a government
meeting/conference centre after it underwent major renovations
in 1976. 

Alberta Grain Company Grain Elevator
Constructed in 1906, the Alberta Grain Company Grain Elevator is
a traditional grain elevator, which is covered in sheet metal. It has
an attached drive shed and of�ce, and an engine house connected
to main structure by a covered walkway. It is located on
Meadowview drive in St.Albert and is adjacent to the Canadian
national railway line. This grain elevator is historically signi�cant
because it represents the westward expansion of railways and
industry to Alberta and onwards to British Columbia. It visually
illustrates the industrialization that is the reason for Edmonton's
growth into a major city. It introduced various industries and
railroads created jobs for settlers. This in turn drove populations
westward to establish homes and businesses  in Edmonton. 
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The Canadian Northern Railway
The Canadian Northern Railway brought its �rst passengers to
Edmonton in 1905. As goods began arriving, a warehouse district
sprang to life. When the High Level Bridge was completed, the
CNR constructed a new station along Jasper Avenue. In 1928, the
City of Edmonton built the 109th Street Subway and CNR
constructed a new station in 1927. Despite being “grand and
fabulous”, the CNR station had its �nal “All aboard!” in February
1964 and was demolished later that year to make way for the CN
Tower. The rail yards north of 104th Avenue were phased out of
operation in 1988, the last freight shed was demolished by 1996,
and the 105th Street overpass was dismantled, too. CNR closed
most of its downtown operations by 1984 when the South
Edmonton Terminal was completed. When the downtown railway
bridge was dismantled in 1992, pieces were shipped to Fort
Edmonton Park.

Princess Theatre
Strathcona businessman J.W. McKernan built the Princess Theatre
between 1914 and 1915. It was designed by Wilson and Herrald and
constructed by Brown and Hargraves.
“Except for the name set in tiles and the copper cornice, the whole
front of the three storey building will be of marble,” the Edmonton
Bulletin reported. The First World War and the resulting shortages
of labour and materials postponed the opening until March 1915,
despite the declaration on the date stone above the entrance,
which indicates that the opening occurred in 1914.The Princess

Theatre closed in 1958 in the face of competition from television
and other new entertainment opportunities. The Princess Theatre
was purchased by Towne Cinemas in 1970 and then given a
“facelift” before reopening as the Klondike Cinema. The Princess
was purchased by the Old Strathcona Foundation and was
restored and reopened in 1978 as a repertoire theatre.

The High Level Bridge
The High Level Bridge was built between 1910 and 1913 by the
Canadian Pacifc Railway. The construction of the High Level
Bridge provided a historically important transportation link, and
connected the City of Strathcona and the City of Edmonton. CPR,
the City of Edmonton, the City of Strathcona, and the dominion
and provincial governments shared the cost of construction, more
than $2 million. The High Level Bridge has unique signi�cance in
western Canada for its original combination of four modes of
transportation – train, streetcar, automobile and pedestrian.
Streetcar traf�c ceased in 1951, and the CPR stopped running
trains over the upper deck in 1989. Vehicular traf�c and a
pedestrian walkway continue on the lower deck, while a tourist
streetcar runs seasonally on the upper deck. The High Level
Bridge is also signi�cant as a landmark and as an icon for the city
of Edmonton. 
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Anthony Henday
Born on the Isle of Wight in 1725, Anthony Henday was an English
explorer and is credited as one of the �rst Europeans to explore
the inner Canadian northwest, what is now Alberta and
Saskatchewan. A criminal and convicted smuggler, Henday �rst
came to Canada as a labourer for the Hudson’s Bay trading
company, before the HBC commissioned him to explore western
Canada, an area then called Rupert’s Land, to chart the region and
encourage trade with the local aboriginal groups. On their
expedition, Henday and his group travelled through and charted
areas that now comprise much of Saskatchewan and Alberta,
including Edmonton, Chauvin, and Red Deer. Today, his legacy
remains in the form of Anthony Henday Drive, a heavily travelled
78 km long ring road and freeway constructed in 1990, encircles
the city of Edmonton, carrying over 108,000 vehicles per day at its
busiest.

Alberta Legislature
Built in Downtown Edmonton between 1907 and 1913 in the Classic
Revival architectural style, the Alberta Legislature stands as both
one of Edmonton’s most iconic structures and as the meeting
place for Alberta’s political leaders. Colloquially referred to as “the
Ledge”, it is immediately recognizable for its imposing size, terra
cotta exterior, and huge steel dome topping the center of the
building. Construction began in 1907, led by architects  Allan
Merrick Jeffers and Richard Blakey, and was of�cially opened by

Governer General Prince Arthur in September, 1912. Complete
with a public fountain in front and a greenspace in the back, the
building is nearly 60 meters tall and cost approximately two
million dollars to construct. In 2005, the 100 year anniversary of
Alberta, stained glass windows displaying the royal monogram as
well as the emblems of Alberta were commissioned and unveiled
by Queen Elizabeth II

Fort Edmonton
Established on the banks of the North Saskatchewan River by the
Hudson’s Bay Company, Fort Edmonton is one of the very �rst
European structures built in what is now the city of Edmonton. Its
place on the river made it ideal for trade, and it was used as a fur
trading outpost from its initial construction all the way until 1870.
At that point, the Hudson’s Bay company lost control over much of
western Canada, and it was dismantled in 1915. Today, it exists in
the form of a reconstruction called Fort Edmonton Park, where
visitors can explore a living recreation of this monument to
Edmonton’s history.

Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 1920
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The Edmonton Symphony Orchestra gave its �rst concert on
November 15, 1920 and has grown into a cornerstone of
Edmonton. In 1971 the ESO started collaborating with artists who
were not traditionally associated with orchestral music. They
started with Procol Harum, a British rock group and released two
highly successful albums, one gold and one platinum. In 1992 a
performance with k.d. lang received a Gemini award. The ESO was
the �rst orchestra in Canada to perform on a First Nations reserve
in 1996. They moved into their current home, the Francis Winspear
Center for Music in 1997.

The Edmonton Bulletin 1880
The Edmonton Bulletin was Alberta's �rst newspaper. It was
published from December 1880 to January 1951.

Father Lacombe Church
Named after Father Albert Lacombe who is remembered for his
diplomacy and rapport with the First Nations and Metis
communities, Father Lacombe Church was built in 1861 and is the
oldest building still standing in Alberta. 

North Saskatchewan River Flood of 1915
On June 27th of 1915, Edmonton was noti�ed by the Rocky
Mountain house that a massive �ood was on its way. The North
Saskatchewan River rose to over 42 feet above normal. Fortunately,
Edmonton’s worst �ood in recorded history had no loss of life,
however, about 2000 people were displaced. 50 buildings were
destroyed and over 700 homes were submerged. It was estimated
that the damage done to the businesses and homes along the river
bank reached three quarters of a million dollars.  

Robertson Wesley United Church
Robertson Wesley United Church is where we, the Cantilon
Chamber Choir rehearse. It is the union of two historic churches
in Edmonton and has been an Edmonton heritage building since
1989. Wesley Methodist church opened in the spring of 1907 and
Robertson Presbyterian was founded in 1909. Both churches
started in different locations in Edmonton. In 1913 Robertson
Presbyterian opened the current building known as Robertson
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Wesley United Church. Wesley  Methodist church was forced to
join with Robertson Presbyterian in 1971 due to declining
membership and changing population. This building is a beautiful
example of the rarely found in Edmonton, pre World War I
architecture.  

Francis Winspear Centre For Music
Dr. Francis G. Winspear said that “[M]usic can help build harmony
between people of all ages, races, cultures and beliefs in our own
growing city”. He had a dream to create a beautiful, musical space
for Edmonton. In 1988 he donated of $6 million to this project, the

largest single private donation to a performing arts facility in
Canadian history. For this, the Winspear was named after him. The
Canadian federal government and the Alberta government each
put up donations of $15 million towards the building. Even still,
more fundraising was required as the building cost over $40
million to create.  When it opened there was a festival,
Winspearation '97 which saw over 60,000 people pass through
from September 12 to 21, 1997. In 1999, the Canadian Session and
Touring Industry awards named the Francis Winspear Centre for
Music the Performing Arts Centre of the Year.
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