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Ideal Career - Aviation

When I was 8 years old, my grandfather introduced me 
to one of the pilots of the Lancaster Bomber at the 
Warplane Heritage Museum. He told me about the Air 
Cadet program and that motivated me to join the 
program when I was 12. 

I have all of the skills and strengths needed for this type 
of work and I have a passion for building model aircraft 
and rockets. Additionally I am good at multitasking skills 
and decision making. 

I would love to travel to new places and meet new 
people as a pilot.

Me standing under the tail of a B-36



Steps Needed To Become A Pilot

❏ Look for local youth programs that offer exposure to aviation

❏ Determine which schools (both public and private) offer aviation

❏ Research what the prerequisites are for each program

❏ See if you need any flying experience 

❏ Check if there are any specific physical/medical requirements



Local Youth Programs

The Air Cadet Program in Ontario is a great low-cost/no-cost option for 
learning about aviation. There are over 8,400 cadets in the program in 
Ontario. In addition to flying opportunities, the program also offers: 

- Weekly Program
- Effective Speaking
- Debating
- Music and Bands
- Drill
- Marksmanship
- Summer Training

https://www.aircadetleague.on.ca/Activities

https://www.aircadetleague.on.ca/Activities


Schools

Colleges (Ontario)

- Seneca College -
https://www.senecacollege.ca/programs/fulltime/
FPR.html

- Fanshawe College -
https://www.fanshawec.ca/programs/cfa1-comm
ercial-flight-and-aviation-leadership/next

- Conestoga College - 
https://www.conestogac.on.ca/fulltime/aviation-g
eneral-arts-and-science

- Sault College - 
https://www.saultcollege.ca/programs/aviation/a
viation-technology-flight

Universities (Ontario)

- University of Waterloo - 
https://uwaterloo.ca/aviation/programs

- Western University -
https://dan.uwo.ca/undergraduate/cam/

Private (Ontario)
- There are many private flight school options in 

Ontario - 
https://www.bestaviation.net/flight_school/ontario/
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Prerequisites

University
Ontario university aviation programs usually require:

- An Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) or equivalent
- English, ENG4U
- Two of: Advanced Functions, MHF4U • Calculus and Vectors, 

MCV4U • Math of Data Management, MDM4U 
- Mandatory Supplementary Application
- A valid Transport Canada Category 1 Medical Certificate
- Two hours of small aircraft flying time is highly recommended
- Physics SPH4U is recommended

College
Ontario college aviation programs usually require:

- An Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) or equivalent
- A Grade 12 English credit
- A Grade 12 mathematics credit
- Physical and mental medical requirements set by Transport 

Canada must also be met
- Suggested to complete a minimum of 0.5 dual hours flight 

training experience (introductory flight)

- A minimum of 40 hours of ground school sessions is required. 
A ground school course consists of 16 sessions, taking 3 hours 
per session, and is normally held in the classroom facilities at an 
airport

- A minimum of 45 hours of flight time must be acquired. This 
flight time consists of a minimum of 17 hours DUAL and 12 
hours SOLO flight time. The remainder of this time is completed 
under the supervision of a flight instructor

- Category III Medical administered by a Transport Canada 
authorized medical examiner, and the minimum age to obtain 
this license is 17 years

Private



Pros and Cons

Pros
- Get to see many different 

countries
- Get to experience different 

cultures
- Job never gets boring as you 

get to fly many different routes
- Get to meet new people
- It is an industry I am 

passionate about

Cons
- Many pilots were grounded due 

to Covid
- Cost of schooling could be a 

barrier to some
- Might be traveling on holidays 

or special occasions
- Layovers might be boring



Aviation Jobs and Salaries

Jobs
Aviation flight programs provide students with the flight hours 
needed to obtain a Commercial Pilot Licence. Having a licence 
provides graduates with many opportunities including 
becoming pilots for charter, commuter, regional, national and 
international companies and airlines. New pilots from Ontario 
college aviation programs typically work their way up to major 
airlines by gaining flight experience in general aviation and 
regional air carriers.

Aside from becoming a pilot, programs can lead to specific 
aviation jobs in flight instruction, the military, operations, 
marketing and more.

Salaries
Salaries in the field vary depending on position, experience and 
certifications. Entry-level pilots can expect to make between 
$27,000 and $32,000 a year, with the potential to make much 
more when qualified for piloting larger or specialized aircraft.



Why This Is My Ideal Career

This is my ideal career because I have always been interested in aviation and I have always wanted 
to fly. 

I have good judgment with the ability to react quickly to hazards, good communication and 
collaboration skills and great attention to detail. I’m also very conscientious, high in deliberation, and 
achievement-striving. 

I’m trusting and straightforward, I have good situational awareness, decisiveness and quick thinking 
skills, confidence, and self-discipline. 

Additionally I have lots of leadership experience and the ability to understand technical information. 

Lastly, I am good at mathematics and am creative. This are all qualities that a pilot needs to be 
successful.  



THANK YOU


