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What is a veterinarian?

A veterinarian is essentially an animal 
doctor. A vet is certified with a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine degree, and often 
examines, diagnoses, treats, and instructs 
on the care of animals that are sick or 
injured, or in need of maintenance.

Small animal vets typically treat pets such 
as birds, rabbits, cats or dogs, whereas 
large animal vets will often take care of 
animals such as horses, cows, sheep, 
goats, and so on. 



What is involved in becoming a veterinarian?

1. Gaining experience working animals prior to and 
during university

2. Completing an undergraduate or associate degree 
(minimum)

3. Working & gaining experience during university

4. Veterinary School 

5. Externships as well as (optional) internships

6. Finding work placement or starting a business

WHY?
Gaining experience before during, and even after 
post-secondary is important because it not only looks 
good on a resume, but also ensures that becoming a 
vet is something that you are truly interested in.

An associate’s degree is the minimum prerequisite to 
applying for vet school, however, it is highly unlikely to 
get accepted at this point. That is why an 
undergraduate is generally a better option.

Externships and internships are crucial after vet school 
to help a newly certified DVM put their hard-earned 
skills to work, and gain more practical experience.



Why is this an ideal career for me?

• I am an animal-lover & cat/horse owner

• I am an equestrian with several years of 
experience riding and working with horses

• I have gained veterinary experience through 
Canadian Pony Club education as well as 
through caring for many accident-prone 
horses

• I volunteer weekly at at an animal shelter
 
• I’ve competed provincially in 4-H in the 

Veterinary Science division… (and won!)

• I participated in the 2019 Vet Camp held at 
the University of Prince Edward Island



Pros & Cons
Pros

❖ Veterinarians get to work with animals 
frequently

❖ There is high demand for vets across 
Canada

❖ Veterinarians can earn a decent salary

❖ The job involves a variety of tasks, so it 
certainly won’t be boring!

Cons

❖ Extensive knowledge, schooling, and 
practical experience is required to become 
a vet

❖ Being a veterinarian can be a mentally, 
emotionally, and physically demanding 
occupation



My plan to pursue a veterinary career presently involves attending the University of 
Calgary and obtaining a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in biochemistry. After 
this, I will apply to the vet school within the University of Calgary to obtain a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine degree. Should I not be accepted into vet school at this point, I will 
proceed with a Masters degree in Biochemistry and apply again the following year. 

I have not yet considered externship or job opportunities past vet school, but I’m 
sure that is something that can be decided at a later date.

My Plan to become a Veterinarian



Vet Day 2022 Photos (My Horse)

Ash ready, with the 
dental speculum and head 

sling on.

Me taking a look at his 
teeth.

Me feeling the sharp 
hooks and corners on his 

teeth.

The vet floating (filing 
down) the sharp hooks 

and corners.

Ash smiling with his 
freshly-floated teeth after 

the vet left.
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THANK YOU


