
The History of Paulatuk

1920-2022

 “The land was there before we came, the land will 
be there after we’re gone. If you’ve got no land, 

you’ve got nothing”.



Hello everyone! This will be a brief slideshow of the history of my home Paulatuk. Paulatuk 
is a small community in the NWT within the arctic circle also known as Darnley Bay, 
“Paulatuuq” meaning “Place of soot” the town was named for the coal that was found in the 
1920’s. The population is 298 (2021 census). We had came to Paulatuk in 1953 and had 
started settling in the 60’s, and in the 70’s is when the movement began, and finally in 1987 
is when Paulatuk became a hamlet. 
I will be talking about the history of Paulatuk from the beginning to recent years. A 
favorite quote of mine about my home is “The land was there before we came, the land 
will be there after we’re gone. If you’ve got no land, you’ve got nothing”.

This is a picture of Paulatuk 
when it was being built, things 
look a little different today. It 
was taken in the 80’s-90’s.



Cape Parry named after the arctic explorer 
William Edward Parry, is at the tip of the Parry 
Peninsula in the Northwest Territories 
surrounded by the Beaufort sea. Before people 
lived in Cape Parry we used to be nomadic, 
always moving from one place to another 
searching for a possible place to settle. A 
Distant Early Warning Line (DEW Line) station 
was located at Cape Parry and people settled 
there because there were job opportunities. The 
DEW line was a system of radar stations in the 
Northern Arctic region of Canada, it was set up 
to detect incoming bombers of the Soivet Union 
during the Cold War, and provide early warning 
of any sea and land invasion. Beginning in 1988, 
most of the original DEW stations were 
deactivated, while a small number were 
upgraded with all new equipment. Paulatuk is in 
Darnley Bay, between Hornaday river and Brock 
river. Cape Parry is quite far from Paulatuk.  

Paulatuk



Cape Parry 
1921-1922



Tuktoyaktuk 2018

The government wanted to 
move the people to 
Tuktoyaktuk, probably because 
it was already a settlement 
there but we had made a 
decision and we were going to 
stay, it took nearly a decade but 
finally the government had 
agreed. I like to think it was 
because the government didn’t 
want to pay for there to be a 
settlement and didn’t want to 
use the resources but we had 
won and we are proud to call 
Paulatuk  our home.



We had already moved to the land we would call Paulatuk today before they had shut down 
the station in Cape Parry. People chose Paulatuk because of the resources: it is rich with 
caribou, fish and other animals to hunt; it has access to both the sea and fresh water; and it is 
a good place to anchor boats; and is a friendlier place to build homes and travel on. For these 
reasons the elders of Paulatuk recognized it as a good place to live, a good place to call home. 



The oldest building in Paulatuk is Father Leon DeHurtevant’s church (we call it 
Fathers house) in 1935, the church is also where Father lived upstairs, everyone else 
at the time had lived in canvased tents. In 2017 the church got donations to be 
remodeled and restored, they had started with the windows but nothing else since 
2017 has been changed due to COVID 19. The workers have returned this summer to 
continue renovating it. 





Most of the houses and building in 
Paulatuk were built in the 80-90’s and 
places like the Angik school were built in 
the 90’s. In the late 90’s the school was 
remodeled and extended, and in 2018 the 
school had been painted beige and grey. 



Every year we celebrate 
Paulatuk Ikalukpik Jamboree 
in August. We start off the 
events with a cookout on 
the grounds near the 
church and later do things 
like the boat races, where 
there are 3-4 teams of 6 or 7 
people and use canoes and 
paddles to race to a buoy 
not far from the shore. We 
also have a bannock making 
to see who can make 
bannock on a fire the 
fastest. 



After the cookout and the 
outdoor competitions, the 
events are moved into the 
school gym (also 
recreation gym). Another 
racing event is fish 
feletting and goose 
plucking, these events are 
judged on how clean and 
fast they are done.



 There are other events like high kicking and the arm 
pull along with many other traditional Inuit games. 
High kicking is an Inuit sport that people used to play 
for fun, mainly men are the ones to play this sport 
but occasionally women join in too. 

High kicking involves a small ball made from cotton 
and seal skin, hung on a string which is tied on an 
iron rod. There are different types of high kicks for 
example the one foot high kick is done by jumping 
into the air hitting the seal skin target and landing on 
the same foot he kicked it with and keeping balance. 

The world record for the one foot high kick is 115 
inches or, 9.6 feet.



The jamboree events 
usually go on for 3-4 days, 
and people from other 
communities come to be 
apart of the events and 
have fun. Along with 
games and races there is 
drum dancing and a jigging 
competition.



Recently in January of 2018, there was a snow storm where the winds reached up to 100 
kilometers per hour, one of the worst storms this hamlet has ever seen. The damage 
caused by the storm afterwards was devastating, the winds blew off the roof of one house 
resulting in damage to another house, telephone wires and the school playground. Every 
winter there is a snow storm, usually going 40 or 60 mph and below freezing temperatures.



Quyanainni for 
reading the history 
of Paultuk. I hope 
you enjoyed it! We 
are still making our 
history! 


